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INTRODUCTION 

In February of 19284 Professor M.N.S. Swamy, Dean of the 
Faculty of Engineering and Computer Science, Concordia 
University, sent a letter (APPENDIX B) te the, then, Rector of 
Concordia University, Dr. J.W. O'Brien, suggesting that a Chair 
in Hindu Studies be created in one cf the Montreal universities. 
Further, Dean Swamy suggested that since Concerdia University has 
a streng Department of Religion, he thought that it would be most 
appropriate to have the Chair in cur institution. Dean Swamy, in 
making that proposal was acting as Chairman of a committee made 
up of members of the Indian community, resident in Montreal. 
Rector O'Brien, acting with the support cf the Pector’s Cabinet, 
accepted Dean Swamy’s proposal, in principle, and formal 
arrangements were made at varicus levels in the university to 
establish the process and procedures for creating a Chair in 
Hindu Studies. (See APPENDIX C41-6). A report of the current 
amount of monies that have been revised for the Chair in Hindu 
Studies is included in APPFNDIX CD. At the same time, it should 
be said that the Indian Community resident in Montreal, a 
community cf approximately 12,896 people, net only eee ties 
enthusiastic about the creation cf a Chair in Hindu Studies, but 


alse continues to organize cultural events, ts profits from 


“hich are Ceposited in the Func fcr the Hindu Stuiies Chair. 


These are in addition tc individual contributions made by reople 
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of origins in India as well as others. The arount 
raised to Gate is, indeed, a substantial amount of money. (See 
APPENDIX D) The documents that make-up APPENDIX C 1-6 fulfill, 
for the most part, the requirements for the "PFIPST STAGE, 
paragraphs A through E" in the "Chairs of Studies: Funding Criteria". 

The Department cf Religicn at Concordia University believes 
that there are many outstanding reasons fer the choice of both 
the city of Montreal anc Concordia University as the home for the 
proposed Chair. Moentreal is a tremerdously important and central 
cosmopelitan city in Canada. It has very well established ethnic 
communities that add a special richness to intellectual and 
cultural life. Concordia has historically served these various 
ethnic communities very well. It is also the premier English 
university to attempt to cpen itself to francophone students. 

The Chair fits in very well with the role that Concerdia has 
taken up for itself. This university net only satisfies the 
needs of the traditional full-time undergracuate and graduate 
students, but it is very successful in reaching out to non- 
traditional students. Through vigcorous part-tire university 
programs, independent programs, night courses, and institutional 
supports for mature students, the University provides a place for 
stucents (particularly adult students) cf diverse backgrounds and 
vocations to come into cortact with high level academic and 
cultural life. 


As will be neted in tne following decumentation, the 
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Department of Religion and the University l.ave a proven teaching 
ana research record in the area of Indian Ctudies, that is, the 
religion, culture, and history cf the peoples of India. Further, 
it is situated only a few blocks from McGill University, which 
offers language training courses to supplement both undergraduate 
and graduate studies in religion at Concordia. Finally, the fact 
that Concordia already controls a good-sized fund dedicated to 
establishing a chair in Hindu Studies, argues extremely well for 
its choice as the home of that chair. 


We now turn to comment upon the "FIRST STACE PARACRAPH F" 


as set forth in "Chairs of Studies". 


F.1. THE DEPARTMENT OF RELIGION, CONCORDIA UNIVERSITY 

The Department of Religion at Concordia University was among 
the first of its kind in Canada. Not ‘reconstituted' from 
antecedent, theclcogically-oriented academies, it began in the 
pest World War II period develcping methcdological and 
theoretical perspectives of the "History of Religions" and 
"Comparative Religicns" Schocls as its basis. These perspectives 
informed the development of the Department in twe significant 
ways. (1) Christianity was not viewed as providing the principal 
data for the study of religion, or for the creaticn of 
methodological and theoretical paradigms fer the study of 
religion. (2) The methods and theories of a number of 
disciplines, separately and in combination, were viewed as 
shedding light upon the data of reliagicons; history, literary 
studies, philcsophy, scciology and anthropclocy were all seen as 


relevant tc the task of elucidating religicus pnencmencn. In its 
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earliest phases, then, the CTepar=ment offered ccurses in the 
study of Hinduisr, Duddhism, Chinese Peligions, Judaism and 
Christianity and Islam. The faculty were expected to have 4 
primary expertise in one of the mater religious traditions of the 
world, a secondary expertise in anctnher, and 'control' of several 
of the disciplinary approaches germane to the “Comparative Stucy 
of Religion." One characteristic that has continued to 
distincuish the Department of Religion from other departments of 
religion or theological studies is that its members often teach 
courses in other departments or in cther programs, such as: Fine 
Arts, Political Eclence, Seciclegy/Anthropolocy, Canadian 
Studies, Asian Studies and the Ph.D. in Humanities. Furthermere, 
members of the Department of Peligion have played active roles in 
creating and in teaching in the undergraduate colleges of Liberal 
Arts, Women's Studies, and Lonergan. Its Ph.D. program in 
Comparative Ethics was the first such program in Canada, and 
today, our Ph.D. program in Comparative Ethics is ranked as one 


of the best programs of study in North America. 


The Academic Model: from Judaic Studies and the Jewish Community 
to Hindu Studies and the Hindu Community 


Juéaic Studies is a relatively recent arrival on the 
university-level scene, not only in Canada, but also in the 
United States. While scholars with an expertise in Judaism have 
long taught in North Arerican universities. They were generally 


trained in Jewish theological seminaries, irst as Rabbis, 


ti 


subseauently in Coctcral programmes in those seminaries (more 


rarely in departrents cf History or cf Near Eastern Lanaucges ancl 
Literature). Judaic Studies programmes were virtually nen- 

xistent in universities before the 196%'s. And when they 
appeared, very rarely were they in the context cf Departments of 
Relicion. Hence, Judaic Studies generally had not benefited from 
the methodological and thecretical developments that 
characterized the field of Comparative Religion. That is still 
the case in most instances, as is evident from the profiles of 
members of the Association of Jewish Studies and from the 
character of the research presented at the Association, which is 
decidedly philological-historical in nature. 

More than twenty years ago the Department of Religion scught 
and was given by Sir Ceorge Williams University the mandate to 
develop Judaic Studies within the academic context of Comparative 
Relicion and to seek faculty to teach ane research the data of 
Jucaism in such a methodological and thecretical cadre. Now, 
twenty vears later, we find ourselves ‘old hands' at what is cnly 
now emerging in a significant number of instances across the 
continent, namely, the cffering of structured, specialized 
programmes in the study of Judaism, from the multi-disciplinary 
perspective of the academic study of religion. We propose to do 
for Hindu Studies what we have Gone for Judaic Studies - first at 
the undergraduate level, later at the M.A. and Ph.D. levels. (See 
outline of Programs in Hindu Studies, below F.2). The Senior 
Scholar whom we shall seek fer the Chair in Hindu Studies, 
however, will be one who is trained in Ccmparative Religion and 
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whe, like the cther faculty of our Department, will be able to 


pay 


teach courses that appeal to students from other “epartronts and 
from other Gisciplines. And, indeed, these students will be cf 
varied ethnic background - as is the case in our Judaic Studies 


courses. 
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COURSES AND PROGRAMS OF STUPY 


At present, a student, at the undergraduate level, may take 


an Honours in Religion (6% credits), with a concentration in 


Asian Studies. In order to adapt cur curriculum te fulfill the 
requirements of the Chair in Hindu Studies, and in order to meet 
the demands of students (of Indian and non-Incian ethnic 
backgrounds) who wish tc take an Honours in Hinéu Studies, our 
Department is proposing the Following new Honours Program and new 
Majors Program in Hindu Studies. To our best knewledge this new 
proposal represents the only Hindu Studies Honours and Majors 


programs offered at the undergraduate level in Canada, and 


perhaps in North America: 


A. UNDERGRADUATE HCNOURS IN HINDU STUDIES (66 credits) 
6 Reli 211° Understanding Religicn 
G Reli 213° Major Religicus Traditions of the World 


6 Reli 311° The Religions of India, Ceylon and 
Southeast Asia 


6 chosen from: 
Peli 313°” Islam 


Reli 3193 Religion and Art in India, Cnina and Capan 
3 st 


G chosen from: 


Reli 


222° 


3149 


tiodern Islam 
Comparative !ysticism 


Comparative Ethics: West and East 


(ALL NEW COURSES} 
Hindu Tradition in the Early Vedic Period 


Hindu Tradition in the Late Vedic Period: 
The Upanisads 


The Epics of Hindu Tradition: The 


Manabharata and the Ramayana 

Hindu Religious Laws and Hindu Society in 
the Medieval Period 

The Bhegavad Gita and the Bhakti Movement 
Classical Hindu Philosophical Schools 
The Vedantic Tradition and Modern 


Philosophical Theught 


Hindu Thought and Institutions in the 
Modern Pericd (Topical course to 

vary from year to year) 

Hindu Culture ané its Impact Upon 
Europe and North America 


Yinau Culture and Hindu Communities in 
Canada: Preblems of Identity 


History of Judaism 
The Buddhist Tradition 


Studies in the History of Christian 
Thought 


Peligion in Canada 


Reli 376 Feligicn, “yth and Magic in Classical 


Antiquity 


Reli 277 Pelicion and Occult Ideas in “edern 
History 

Peli 37S” Peligion and Centemporary Psychic 
Experience 


6 chosen from either A cr B: 


A. Peli 393° Special Topics in Religion and Culture 
Rell 3982 Selected Topics in Religicn 
Reli 3993 Selected Topics in Religion 
Reli 493 Religious Instituticns 
Reli 495° Peligicus Thinkers 
Reli 49g? Advanced Topics in Religion 
Rell 499 Advanced Topics in Religion 
B. NEW COURSE - Reli 411° Honours Seminar in Hindu Studies 


Major in Hindu Studies (42 credits) 


rc 


6 chosen from: 
Reli 211© Understanding Religion 


Reli 213° 


Major Religious Traditions of the World 
Requried of all Hindu Stucies Majors: 


Reli 311° The Religions of India, Ceylon & Southeast 
Asia 


6 chosen from: 


Reli 222° History of Judaism 
Reli 313° Islam 

Reli 3143 The Buddhist Tradition 
Reli 315°? Mahayana Buddhism 


Modern Islam 


Reli 361° Studies in the History of Christian 
Theught 


Reli 362° Cuestions from the Christian Tradition 


24 chosen from: (ALL NEW COURSES- SEE ABOVE) 

Reli 381° 

Reli 399° 
According to the interest of the students, other courses will be 
developed. 

At the Craduate level, our M.A. in History and Philosophy of 
Religion and our Ph.D. in Comparative Ethics already have the 
feasibility of curriculum and procram to allow students to take 
most of their course work, their guided research papers and 
theses in Hindu Studies. What follows, therefore, is a 
regrouping of existing courses in order to meet the requirements 
of Hindu Studies Programs at the M.A. and at Ph.-. levels. (For 
further information, see "the Graduate Studies Calendar," 


Concordia University, (1987-88). 


A. M.A. in .the History and Philosophy cf RELIGICN with 


Specialization in Hindu Studies (45 credits) 


1. Core Courses required of all M.A. Program students: 
a. Religion 669: Theories of Religion (3 credits) 
b. Religiconsl1S: Methodological Problems in the 


Study of Religion (3 credits) 


a Eight Selected Courses (without thesis) CR 
Four Selected Courses (with thesis), taken from the 


following (24 credits OF 12 credits) 


ee: 


3. 


4. 


Teliygiens6l4: [Uistory of Finéu Thought and 
Institutions 


Religion G15: “odern Hine@u Theugnt and 
Institutions 


Religion $19: Reading Course in 
(*Hindu Studies) 


JIorld Religions 
Religion 621: Selected Readings in Contemporary 
Religious Thought (HS) 


Religion 623: Selected Readings in Contemporary 
Religious Thought (HS) 
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Relicicn 6 Religious Lanquage (HS) 
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Religion 62 Mysticism (HS) 
Religion 628: Faith ané Reason in Religion (HS) 


Religion629: Reading Course in Religicus and 
Philosophical Theught (HS) 


Religion63C: Theoretical Problems in Religion 
an@ Culture (HS) 


Religion 632: Comparative Ethics I (HS) 
Religion 633: Comparative Fthics II (HS) 


Religion639: Reading Course in Religion and 
Seciety (HS) 


Without a Thesis, in adcition to eight courses selected 


from 


2., a student must take: 


Religion 6€3: Guided Research Paper (3 credits) 


With a Thesis, in addition to four courses selected 


from 


2., a student must write a M.A. Thesis: 


Religion 6€0: Master's Thesis (15 credits) 
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All students must write Cemprehensive Examinaticns in 


Oo 
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the field of their specialization: 
Religion 601: Cerprehensive Examination (12 


credits) 


B. Ph.D. IN COMPARATIVE LTHICS 

The Ph.D. Program in Comparative Ethics is flexible in its 
structure, allowing anyone interested in gaining a Ph.D. in 
Hindu Studies, opportunity to de so, providing that he/she 
meets the admission requirements. At the present (1987-28), 
three Ph.D. candidates are working in the area of Hincu 
StuGies. For all students, the Ph.D. program is comprised 
of four basic requirements; tctally $9 credits, and 


requiring three years of full-tire study: 


advisor. (Total 12 credits) 


2a The Ph.D. candidate must register for two dectoral 
seminars (6 credits each), in which all Ph.D. 
candidates participate, regardless cf their fields of 
specialization. The seminars, taken the first and 


second years, will deal with general and methocological 


issues in Comparative Ethics. (Total 12 credits) 


Le9) 


In the second year of study the Ph.D. candidate will 


6G: pectoral 


register for and complete Religicn 


Comrrehensive Exarinaticns (15 credits), which will be 
in three parts: 1) dealirg with methcdclogical issues; 


2) and 3) relatecé to areas cf specialization. 


4. At this point, the Ph.D. candidate will prepare a 
doctcral thesis, which is understood es an original 
contribution te scholarship in the field. A total of 
45 credits is given for the thesis (Peligion 8790: 


Doctoral Thesis). 


All graduate ccurses and many undergraduate courses are taught in 
the evening in order that fully-employed adults might take 
advantage cf continuing their education. This, of course, has 
been the unique tradition of Concordia University since its 
beginnings separately as Sir George Williams University and 
Loyola College. The Indian Community representatives on the 
Hindu Studies Committee have made it clear that any program in 
Hindu Studies must provide evening courses to serve adults who 


cannot, because of employment or family, attend day classes. 


F.3. FACULTY TEACHING IN HINDU STUDIES OF WITH EXPERTISE 
INDIAN STUDIES 


re 
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At present the Department of Religion pessesses four 
fulltime scholars in South Asian religions, two of which study 
Hinduism as their primary speciality, Asscciate Professor David 
Miller and Assistant Professor Lynn Teskey-Denton. The third, 
Professor Sheila McDonough, whose primary area of expertise is 
Islam in the Indian sub-continent, has & secondary area of 


speciality in Uinduism. Associate Professor John Foessner, who 


he 
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has expertise in comparative mysticism, like Professor McDonough 
has considerable knowledge of the Hindu data. Professors Miller 
and Teskey-Denton regularly teach courses, at the undergraduate 
and graduate levels, entirely or in part devoted to the study of 
Hinduism. Professor McDonough has taught courses, at the M.A. 
level, on the Life and Thought of M.K. Gandhi:, and Professor 
Rossner has taught undergraduate courses in Comparative Mysticism 
and Parapsychology, which depend, to great extent, on Hindu 
Materials. Professors McDonough, Miller and Teskey-Denton have 
held Shastri Indo-Canadian Institute Fellowships for study in 
India, and Professor McDonough was a Director ef the Shastri 
Indo-Canadian Institute in Delhi (1971). In addition, Prof. 
Sahni, cf the Department of Economics was the Director in 1984-5 
ana Prof. Hill, of the Department cf History is the Director at 
present, 1986-8. 

Professor Miller has organized ance Girected the Shastri 
Summer Precrams in Montreal (1974) and in India (1981). 
Professor McDonough and Miller were instrumental in creating the 
Asian Studies undergraduate Majors program. Pofessor McDonough 
and Miller also contributed chapters to Robert D. Baird, Religion 


in Modern India (1981), which serves as the basic text in many 
undergraduate and graduate courses on India. This reputation of 
excellence in the field of Hindu Studies and Indian Studies would 
be greatly enhanced by the appointment of another senior scholar 
in Hindu studies. Interaction with those of the McGill 


University, Faculty of Religious Studies, specializing in Indian 


Studies, would make Montreal one of the strongest areas for 
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Indian Etudies in Canada, equal tc Terento anc Vanccuver. 


Q 


Finally, it should be noted that all four professors from our 
Department of Religicn are active in local Indian Cormunity 
groups, such as the India-Canada Association and the National 
Associaticn of Canadians of Origins in India. 

A final note must be made cf the Canadian content involved 
in a Chair of Hindcu Studies, seen, however, as a Chair of Hindu 
Studies and Comparative Religion. As this report has argued, it 
is not only the Indian Community resident in Montreal that would 
be served by a Chair in Hindu Studies, although that Community, 
through its Committee headed by Dean Swamy, has taken the 
initiative in providing funds for such a Chair. Just as our 
progrars in Judaic Studies serve a population much greater than 
those of Jewish background, so also would a program of Hincu 
Studies -- both programs attempt to enlighten the general student 
population in their understanding of two rather large and highly 
viable ethnic communities who are seeking to maintain their 
identities in a pluralistic society that is undergoing rapid 
change and that is pressured by factors of modernity to become a 
uni-cultural scciety. In order for Canada to maintain its rich, 
multicultural base, it is necessary that Chairs in Hindu Studies, 
and in Judaic Studies, be created as one focus of cultural 
tradition and identity. Canadians of whatever ethnic background 
ane of whatever religious belief will better understand each 
other and better live with each other, preserving the values of a 
multicultural society, by the establishment of chairs of ethnic 
studies. In particular, undergraduate courses such as Religion 


2389 “Hindu Culture and its Impact upon furope and Worth 
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America" and Peligion 299 “Hindu Culture and Hindu Communities in 
Canada: Problems of Identity" will meet the needs cf many 
CaraGians, be they cf Indian origin or not. 

Put, aside from academic courses given in the University, 
the perscn holding the Chair of Hincu Studies will be constantly 
available to enter into dialogue with other spokes-persons 
representing other ethnic communities and other religious 
beliefs. Concordia University is, by its very backgrounc and by 
its support to evening education, committed te the community of 
Montreal, to its people and to its needs. There is no doubt that 
many residents of Mcntreal -- indeec Canadians elsewhere -- will 
benefit greatly from the presence cf Hindu Studies Schcelar cf 
Indian crigin. The current thinking of our Department, in 
consultation with the Hindu Studies Chair Committee, is that the 
Chair of Hindu Studies be a rotating position, to which a Hindu 
scholar cf international reputation is invited for a two-year 
term. Thus, after each two-year period the dialogue would be 
renewed or, perhaps, recreatec, enriching the value cf the Chair 
in Hindu Studies and its relationship to interested Canadians cf 
whatever ethnic background. 

The Department of Religion and Concordia University asa 
whole are looking forward to the opportunity of serving as the 
home of Canada's Chair in Hindu Studies. The University's 
research and teaching in the areas of Hindu anc Indian studies 
testifies to its background and to its strength to vigorously 
promote the Chair. The University's commitment to providing an 


academic center for the various communities cf Mcntreal as well 


rat 


yroun cf students, ineéicates that 


as for an excitingly diverse 
the Chair will have a profound acaderic and cultural impact. We 
firmly believe that the rich on-going dialecque between the 
countries of Canada and India will be dramatically furthered 


through this Chair of Hindu Studies. 
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